






























FROM: 

Nancy Witham 
579 Stonebank Road 
Clarkesville, GA 30523-3559 

TO: 

Habersham County Commissioners 

RE: 1261 Preacher Campbell Road, Clarkesville, Ga.  Visi application for a 
wedding event venue at Flyhawk Farm Stables and Tasting Room,  

Dear County Commissioners, 

I oppose the request for a variance the Visi family proposes for a wedding event 
venue at Flyhawk Farm Stables and Tasting Room.  

I am concerned about the additional traffic and noise in our neighborhood, and the 
potential impact where approval would open the opportunity for others to along 
Preacher Campbell Road to also request variances to open a commercial business. 
The Residents in this neighborhood built our homes here because of the peace and 
tranquility of the area.  We want to keep this area quiet and peaceful and any 
business that someone has in the area should support the natural quiet and peace of 
the neighboring properties.   

I understand that they already have several small business ventures at this location, 
most of which are quiet and low volume so minimal impact to traffic.  In addition, 
they already host concerts, where we can hear the music. This new variance would 
add even more noise with up to fifty people talking and laughing, as well increase 
the traffic flow on Preacher Campbell. And who is to say it will stay at 50 people?  

Please just vote to deny the variance.

Sincerely, 

Nancy Witham 



FROM: 

Catherine Jo Morgan 
563 Stonebank Road 
Clarkesville, GA 30523-3559 

TO: 

Habersham County Commissioners 

IN RE: The Visi application for a wedding event venue at Flyhawk Farm Stables 
and Tasting Room, 1261 Preacher Campbell Road, Clarkesville, Ga. 

Dear Commissioners, 

Despite the economic advantages to the County, and the modesty of the plans the 
Visi family proposes for a wedding event venue, I urge you to deny the variance.  

Approving it would open the door to additional applications for commercial 
businesses along Preacher Campbell Road. Residents in this area do not want this. 
Nor do we do want to sign petitions and come before you year after year, to keep 
our neighborhood the quiet, peaceful area we chose for our homes. 

Under the existing variance for the Flyhawk wine tasting room, there has already 
been gradual “mission creep.” When that variance was approved in 2019, Mike 
Beecham assured me that it permitted ONLY wine tasting. No concerts, no food, 
just selling wine bottled from a Rabun County winery, and proving glasses of it for 
tasting – to sell the wines. 

The Facebook page for Flyhawk Farm and Tasting Room tells the story of the 
gradual expansion from “just wine tasting” since their opening on Friday, 
December 6, 2019. The following week, candles were for sale. A week after that, 
their ad adds mulled wine. I suppose a permit was in place for some light cooking, 
for by January 11, the tasting room advertised “potato soup and wine.”  

Then came the shock to the neighbors. Three-hour live concerts began on Sunday 
afternoon, May 24, 2020. Until then, Sundays were usually quiet in this area.  

In June the tasting room held two Friday evening concerts from 6 to 9 PM.  

This led to 24 more concerts for a total of 27 concerts from May 24 until now: 

 4 in July (half on Saturday, half on Sunday 
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 5 in August (one of them on Sunday) 

 4 in September (all on Saturdays) 

 5 in October (all on Saturdays) 

 4 in November (both on Sundays) 

 1 in December (Saturday) 

 1 on January 19, 2021 (Saturday) 

For me, who bought my peaceful, quiet land here in 1978, this is already 27 
concerts too many. In this area, we can no longer count on a single weekend free of 
music we did not choose.  

From the pattern of holding concerts on any weekend day or night, it is obvious 
that the music from weddings and receptions on Saturdays would not inhibit the 
holding of other concerts on the very same weekends. 

So this new variance would add even more music. No telling what that music will 
be like. Lasting for more than the three-hour concerts? Probably into more 
evenings? Possibly louder and with a pounding beat? All unpredictable. 

Please, please. Spare us this!  

Weddings will not only spread more music into our homes. They will add the noise 
of people talking and laughing. Fifty people talking over background music get 
louder and louder, especially after the first glass or two of wine.  

Will we hear it? Yes indeed – for a surprising distance. Sound bounces around this 
neighborhood because of the hills.  

Agri-business 

The Planning Board’s discussion was made available by phone, so although I am 
sheltering in place, I was able to hear it. One of the advantages the Planning 
Commissioners mentioned is that this is “agri-business” and thus suitable for a 
residential/agricultural area like ours.  

Agri-business does sound reasonable. One thinks of a roadside produce stand. Or 
the existing Visi enterprises: the stables and riding lessons, and the vacation 
apartments to rent. Agri-businesses like this do belong in our area, because they 
produce little extra traffic. They do not spread unwanted sound over neighboring 
homes.  
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If you decide to approve the variance – despite the pleas of the residents of every 
road that runs off Preacher Campbell Road – please leave in place every condition 
the Planning Board so carefully added. This is crucial to prevent more “mission 
creep.” It will also keep these minimal protections in place for future owners of the 
property since any variances will pass to them.  

I urge you to add three additional conditions:  

 No concert on the same weekend as a wedding 

 One concert a weekend the maximum 

 At least one weekend a month totally free of music 

Please just vote to deny the variance. We understand that you want to support 
business growth, and to add revenue to Habersham County. The existing Visi 
enterprises already hold the potential for such revenue, without adding a single 
wedding event.  

We ask that you not seek even more revenue at the expense of the quiet enjoyment 
of our homes -- which the County Code of Ordinances is meant to protect. We 
bought land and built homes in this neighborhood precisely for the qualities any 
wedding event venue would impair. The tasting room has already attacked the 
quiet of our neighborhood. Please don’t spoil it further. 

Your sincerely, 

Catherine Jo Morgan 

706-949-5257 (c) 
cjmorganga@gmail.com  


